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MEMORANDUM -

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

June 5, 1978

MEMORANDUM TO: Department and Agency Congressional
Liaison Officers

FROM: _ Les Francis
Deputy Assistant for Congressional Liaison

SUBJECT: Letter from the President to Chairman
Mahon dated June 1, 1978

At our CL meeting on Friday, June 2, there was a discussion
about the President's deep concerns regarding a variety of
appropriation bills currently under consideration by the
Congress. One demonstration of that concern was the letter
he sent to Chairman Mahon on Thursday, June 1.

Enclosed you will find a copy of that letter for your
information and use.

cc: Frank Moore
Hubert L. Harris, Jr.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
. June 1, 19738

To Chairman Mahon
I deeply appreciate the cooperation and shared responsibility
shown by thz Congress in passing a budget resolution which i
provides for a sigrnificant reduction in tha projectesd deficit
for fiscal year 1979 through modifications in the timing
and size of the pending tax reduction. Responsibility in
restraining spending increases 1s likewise nacassarv o neet
our economic goals. I am, therefore, writing to share my
concerns with the bills now being considerad by tha full
Appropriations Committee. Many of thes= bills contain
significant increasss to discretionary programs, some of
which are often obscured by reductions to uncontrollable
entitlement programs and other budget: adjustments. Thess
aporop.la“lons increases are particularlv distressing since
significant portions of tham will b2 spen: in future yaars,
and bescause the Committee has dzferred aciion so far on a
number of large, unauthorized programs. I am a2lso ocopossd
to the recommendations of some subcommittess to make
unaccepcable infrin gQAenus to Executive powers, such as
some pending restraints in my ability to managa the Executive
worrforce.
My budget for fiscal yesar 1979 is fair and egquitable ang
contains considerable program enhancemants ovar tha budgets
recommended by prior administrations. I balieve tha* disc-o—
tionary program increasss which excead ths buiget in total,

- S o ) _. . -
iggaire?noEnSfLseP DyLCfc-gas??:;n_d1§cre;19narg :u;alng fox

12 programs, cannot b2 justified when inflaticn is the masaor
econoniC problem and when the deficit stands at more than S55
billion. i
I would encourage tha Committee to consicder.aporoariata
measures to reduce the size of dlscretiona:y bﬁd;ét autnority
lnfreases'dur}ng fgll Committee action. I the Committes coes
nog'T veé in this direction, my Administration will suggast
?idlIYLEQ some of the key appropriztions b»ills on the Housa
oor.

s oA , . .
{ ?m.cuLL:ntly cdrafting a more comprehansive lettar which -
adetails my concoerns with both paniing authorizing and ?

— i

appropriaiions bills, and I will s2nd it to the Congxrass |
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shortly I interd o follow future Cor 3 a2
SNOorX . nterc to f cure {ongressional action
spending biils closaly and will NP imie to vecs no
sper 4 SQLLles CLosaY and will not haosiitate to veto anv
Jegislation which I do not balieva thz country can afforsd
grven our current econsnic circunstaonces. i

Sinzerely,

PO
—
e

The Honorable Gszorgs H. Mahon
Chairman

Committes on Approoriations
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 208515
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